Liver transplantation in patients with hepatic hydrothorax.
Hepatic hydrothorax is a uncommon complication of cirrhotic patients and the results of liver transplantation (OLT) in patients with this complication are not well defined. We studied postoperative complications and survival of 28 patients with hepatic hydrothorax transplanted at our center during a period of 12 years, comparing them with a control group of 56 patients transplanted immediately before and after each case. There were no differences between hydrothorax group and control group in days of mechanical ventilation after surgery, transfusion requirements, postoperative mortality and long-term survival (70% vs. 55% at 8 years, P = 0.11). Long-term evolution was similar between patients with refractory hepatic hydrothorax or spontaneous bacterial empyema and those with noncomplicated hepatic hydrothorax. Hepatic transplantation is an excellent therapeutic option for patients with hepatic hydrothorax. Presence of hepatic hydrothorax does not imply more postoperative complications, and long-term survival is similar to other indications of hepatic cirrhosis.